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Course Description:
Examines multiple perspectives of terrorism and investigates their assumptions and beliefs.  Perspectives will include historical and psychological approaches as well as those of other academic disciplines.

This course is interdisciplinary in nature and therefore includes guest speakers with wide-ranging approaches toward the study of terrorism.  This course meets the criteria for Portland State University’s Sophomore Inquiry program. 
Course Objectives:
Investigate diverse theoretical and philosophical perspectives on terrorism; 

· Explore the ways in which experts in different academic disciplines as well as the general public construct and deconstruct arguments in the current and historic debate on terrorist-related issues, and identify underlying assumptions upon which these arguments are based.
· Enhance critical thinking, research, and writing skills using a multidisciplinary approach.

Student Learning Outcomes:
After successful completion of this class students should be able to:

· Critically assess the theoretical and philosophical contributions of each examined perspective; 

· Identify underlying assumptions of various perspectives on terrorism;

· Conduct library and related research on pertinent topics within the study of terrorism; and

· Write a paper that synthesizes multiple perspectives on a particular aspect of terrorism.

Length of Course:
44 lecture hours per term.

Grading Method:  
A-F; Pass-No Pass; Audit

Prerequisites:
Recommended:  Pass RD-090 or placement in RD-115;




WR-095 or placement in WR-121.

Required Text: 
No textbook. Individual readings assigned by topic.
Major Topic Outline:
· Overview of Terrorism in Modern American Culture

· Historical Perspectives on Terrorism in America and the World

· A Psychological Approach to the Study of Terrorism

· Political Science and the Problem of Terrorism
· The Geography of Terrorism

· Foreign Policy in a Terror-Filled World

· The Role of Religion in the Study of Terrorism

· Terrorism and World Literature

· Terrorism and the Study of Popular Culture

· The Sociology of Terrorism

